
  Bridget Hayes, Interim Principal 
  910 Highland Court 
  Winston Salem, NC 27101 
  (336) 727-8181 
  

WE INSPIRE & MOTIVATE EVERY DAY!  

 

May 20, 2020 
  
Dear Career Center Student: 
  
Congratulations on accepting the challenge of a rigorous and inspiring English class.  AP Language and 
Composition is unlike any class you’ve taken in high school. This college-level writing class will offer you the 
opportunity to demonstrate all of your knowledge from prior studies.  We will write, we will read, and we will 
discuss as we grow together as learners and thinkers.   
  
Our study of writing and rhetoric begins with reading. Active reading is at the heart of this and many other 
rigorous courses. When you engage with a text, when you grapple with the concepts, challenge the author, and 
celebrate new realizations, you become an active participant in your learning. One of the most common and 
effective methods of active reading is annotation.  
 
 To prepare for our academic studies and focus on argument in August we’ve selected Thank you for 
Arguing-4th Edition by Jay Heinrich (ISBN-13: 978-0593237380) as your summer reading assignment.  We 
would like you to annotate Thank You for Arguing in a specific way. This method of annotation is a way for us 
to begin to support you as you develop college-level reading competencies. This is not the only way to annotate, 
nor is it the best in every situation; it is a technique developed for you specifically for this text. We encourage 
you to go above and beyond the following minimum requirements and respond, question, challenge, and 
celebrate the text with your own notes in the margins.  
 
While digital copies may be available, we ask that you obtain a print version as you will be annotating and 
utilizing the book in class and for assignments.  Consider purchasing your book at our local independent 
bookstore, Bookmarks, located in downtown Winston-Salem at 634 West Fourth Street #110. The phone 
number is 336.747.1471. You may order online at www.bookmarksnc.org and they offer contact-free, curbside 
pickup.  Also, the managers have generously offered WSFCS students a 20% discount on books when you tell 
them you are a student reading for school. If circumstances prevent you from purchasing your own copy, please 
contact one of us below to assist you.   
 

Assignment:  
 

• Before you begin reading a chapter, go to the end of that chapter. You will see a section  
At the end of each chapter** called The Tools.  

o For example: At the end of chapter 2 (page 24) you will see the tools “Set your personal 
goal” and “Set your goals for your audience. Do you want to change their mood, their 
mind, or      their willingness to carry out what you want?” 

 
• Now keep those tools in mind and a pencil in hand as you read the chapter. Your goal is to 

underline or highlight at least one example of each tool.  
o For example: As an example of “Set your personal goal” you could underline the passage at 

the bottom of page 18 beginning with “Perhaps you would like to make the cop look like 
an idiot. Your snappy answer accomplishes that, especially if you have passengers for an 
audience. Good for you . . .”  and concludes on page 19 with “instead, suppose we set as 
your personal goal the avoidance of a ticket.”  

 
 

https://www.amazon.com/Thank-Arguing-Fourth-Revised-Updated/dp/0593237382/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2V0WYK284L99V&dchild=1&keywords=thank+you+for+arguing+4th+edition&qid=1590757942&sprefix=thank+you+for+arguing%2Caps%2C663&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Thank-Arguing-Fourth-Revised-Updated/dp/0593237382/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2V0WYK284L99V&dchild=1&keywords=thank+you+for+arguing+4th+edition&qid=1590757942&sprefix=thank+you+for+arguing%2Caps%2C663&sr=8-1
https://www.bookmarksnc.org/
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• Now write the name of the tool at the top of the page of the example.  

o In the above example, you would write set your personal goal  at the top of page 18 or 
19. 

 
• Notice that this is an example of the tool, not the definition. If you want to annotate the 

definitions as well, that is great, but it is not required. We want you to show us that you see how 
each tool is applied. We will assume when you enter class in August that you can find the 
definitions (check out Appendix ii), so we want to begin our conversation of this book with the 
application of those tools. 

 
** You will notice that there is no The Tools section in the introduction or in the first or final chapters. Please take this opportunity 
to react in writing, in the margins to the ideas presented. Ask Heinrich questions, agree with him, disagree with him. Make your 
words part of those pages. Not every page needs to be annotated, but show your new teacher how actively you engaged with the 
book. 
 
None of us knows what the start of school will bring. Will we all be in a classroom together? Will we be 
wearing masks? Will we be at home and still learning from a distance? Because of this, your teacher’s 
evaluation of your work may vary. Your teacher may collect your book and spot check it for proper 
annotation, or maybe simply walk around the room and check, or possibly have you submit a picture of 
specific pages. What is certain is our expectation that you complete this assignment prior to the first day of 
school.  These are uncertain times, so we will remain flexible.    
 
This year each high school selected its own assignment for summer reading.  If where you take English changes after 
you receive this letter, it is your responsibility to complete the summer reading assignment for the corresponding 
school.   
  
We look forward to working with you in August.   
  
 
  
            Amy Beveridge                               Bill McIlwain                           Josh Present 
asbeveridge@wsfcs.k12.nc.us               bmcilwain@wsfcs.k12.nc.us           jbpresent@wsfcs.k12.nc.us 

 


